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Working Group on Education Introduction 

 
UNESCO Global Geoparks, within the IGGP, are the mechanism of international cooperation by which 
areas of geological heritage of international value, through a bottom-up approach to conserving that 
heritage, support each other to engage with local communities to promote awareness of that heritage 
and adopt a sustainable approach to the development of the area.  
 
Education at all levels is at the core of the UNESCO Global Geopark concept. From university 
researchers to local community groups, UNESCO Global Geoparks encourage awareness of the story 
of the planet as read in the rocks, landscape and ongoing geological processes.  
 
The Working Group on Education was created in 2017 as a channel of communication for the exchange of ideas 
and best practices on Education among the GGN members.  

 
 
 

The reasons why we have a Working Group on Education 



 
2nd GGN Digital Forum  |  23.02.2021 

     

Working Group on Education Main targets 
 
The GGN WG on Education try to coordinate educative events at the global 
level that provide opportunities of exchange of ideas and best practices 
among the UGGps. For that it encourage the activities of similar working 
groups at the Regional level were broad participation is welcome.  
 
Main objective: 
  
The Workgroup on Education defines the overall aim to base their work on 
the United Nations Agenda 2030 goals with the 17 SDG’s. By this, they 
facilitate the necessary networking to inspire improvements in the 
competences and educational activities of the Global Geoparks and 
disseminate their contributions to both the objectives of the IGGP and of the 
global objectives of sustainable development. 
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OPERATIVE OBJECTIVE ACTIVITIES TOOLS 
TO SHARE: 
To improve the UGGs’ 
educational activities by 
sharing skills and 
experiences. 

Collecting of existing 
material on education for 
different age of children 
and students and for 
formal education and 
informal – outdoor 
education 

Establishing an 
internal platform for 
all members to 
exchange the 
collected material 

TO INNOVATE: 
To improve the UGGs’ 
educational activities by 
innovating skills and 
methodologies. 

To promote and to manage 
common projects in which 
GGN is involved. 

EU Programmes in 
Education. 
Other national or EU 
Funds. 

TO CREATE AWARENESS: 
To make local educational 
community and local 
society aware of the 
importance of their 
geopark educational 
activities. 

Selecting a common 
special day (at the EGN) for 
celebrating the geopark at 
the educative community. 

Local educative 
workgroup integrated 
by the UGG and its 
educational partners. 
Social media. 

Working Group on Education Main targets 
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Working Group on Education Main targets 
OPERATIVE OBJECTIVE ACTIVITIES TOOLS 
TO DISSEMINATE: 
To disseminate the UGGs’ 
educational achievements. 

Establishing an internal 
platform to put in all 
activities 

website 

To improve the 
dissemination of the 
results of common 
educative projects of the 
members. 

Reception of the 
projects results  

To produce dissemination 
materials or publications 
showing the highlights on 
education of the UNESCO 
Global Geoparks.  

TO FOSTER: 
To improve the knowledge 
and competence of staff, 
managers and stakeholders 
Capacity building activity 

Participation of members 
of the working group 
within conferences and or 
International workshops on 
Education topics or 
working group topics 

Presentations and 
publications 
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WORKSHOP  
GEO-EDUCATION 

Working Group on Education Results achieved 

Seville 

WORKSHOP  

on EDUCATION 

First overview of  

UGGps educative activities 
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Working Group on Education Future steps 
 

 
 
 
 

ESD for 2030. The Workgroup on Education propose to be 
active in the UNESCO ESD for 2030 framework. An Action 
Plan should be prepared in a medium term. 
 
Dissemination. To prepare dissemination tools and to use 
the Education tab at EGN/GGN website. 
 
Joint activities. A work in pairs or small groups will review 
specific goals and activities. They will feed back to the 
Workgroup on Education. The aim is also to encourage the 
members to add energies to the EGN/GGN in these 
pandemic time. 
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Working Group on Education Future steps 
 

 
 

Meeting of the GGN Working Group on Education 

The GGN WG on Education meet to coordinate educative 
events and actions at the global level.  
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Working Group on Education Future steps  

 
 

ESD for 2030. The Working group on Education propose to 
be active in the UNESCO ESD for 2030 framework.  

ESD for 2030 proposal.pdf  
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Working Group on Education Future steps 
 

 
 

ESD for 2030. Last news. 
 
The UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable  
Development. Virtual conference from 17 to 19 May 2021.  
https://en.unesco.org/events/ESDfor2030 
 
Preconference workshops: 
#6: ESD and lifestyle: Re-designing consumption and production 
10 March 2021, 14:00 GMT+1 
#7: ESD for 2030 framework and the Berlin Conference: Time to act - 
Now or Never. 14 April 2021, 12:30 GMT+1 
 
UNESCO-Japan Prize on Education for Sustainable Development 
Call for Nominations 2021 
https://en.unesco.org/prize-esd 
 
  

https://en.unesco.org/events/ESDfor2030
https://en.unesco.org/events/ESDfor2030
https://en.unesco.org/prize-esd
https://en.unesco.org/prize-esd
https://en.unesco.org/prize-esd
https://en.unesco.org/prize-esd
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Working Group on Education Future steps 
ESD for 2030 toolbox 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox 
 

 
 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
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Working Group on Education Future steps 

Dissemination.   

ESD and  
Geoparks 

Infographic  
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Working Group on Education Future steps 

Dissemination.   

Websites to improve? Websites as educational tools 
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Working Group on Education Future steps 

Joint activities.   

Working in pairs or small groups in specific goals and 
activities. 

 

Workshop on Education. Virtual workshop for sharing 
cooperation activities.  

 

Video presentations.   Made by our students in their 
Primary or Secundary Schools, presenting their 
geoparks to the global educative centres. 

 



Working Group on Education 
More info? 

Please send an email to: 
 
José María Barrera 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UGGp  
jmbarrera@dip-caceres.es 
 
Jianping Zhang 
Chinese Academy of Geosciences, Beijing, PR China 
zhijping@cugb.edu.cn 
 
Marie-Luise Frey 
Messel Pit WHS 
frey@welterbe-grube-messel.de 
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